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SPECIAL TOPICS: ACTORS, POWER, AND GLOBAL-LOCAL GOVERNANCE 
Prof. Dr. Giovanni Olsson (Brazil) / Prof. Dr. Sean Meades (Canada)
2025 - 2nd Semester

SYLLABUS (DRAFT)
1. SUMMARY 
International society actors: traditional and network-actors. Power exercise by actors in 21st century society and new medievalism. Multidimensional and transdisciplinary power framework. Powers and counterpowers (resistance) categories. Political power and institutional functionalism: governance with/-out government. Governance without government epistemic building in public sphere. Governance categories: institutional and non-institutional setups. Multilevel governance in public sphere: local, regional, national, global. Limits and possibilities of governance in globalized society. Main issues in global-local governance: multidimensional sustainable development.


2. JUSTIFICATION
Contemporary international society is an uneven outcome of modernity crisis both in emancipatory and regulatory axis, where global actors engage in highly complex and dynamic relations at different levels (global, national, local). As traditional actors, States and International Organizations are currently facing increasing challenges by new actors like TNCs and global NGOs, and even emerging actors like social movements, terrorist organizations, and less known others. State-based military assets are no longer decisive to wield power effectively, nowadays grounded also on outstanding economic power (from TNCs) and amazing ideal or non-material powers (from global NGOs, e.g.).

Besides, power theories have been recently reviewed in several aspects, whose clivages are pointing out mainly to two directions. One is about to understand power in its full complexity as both positive and negative and able to encompass several dimensions even ideational and symbolic (“power to/over”, “transitive/intransitive power”, “power in interactive/constitutive relations”). Other allows the recognition of government-governance conceptual decoupling: they live nowadays apart, and public institutions (government) are not any more the only actors to wield power or to perform governance. Yet, global-local interfaces shall be explored to understand how governance is carried on at global level, but also how a political objective can (and shall) be tackled at local level in this challenging scenery, or, in global-local governance. Finally, multidimensional sustainable development shall be brought to stage to stress what is at stake on governance core debate: it is all about humanity future. 

A variety of research methods are applied to empirically substantiate these explanatory approaches. The course will present a broad overview of these issues in an introductory way.


3. COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course aims to introduce students to traditional and emerging network-actors in contemporary globalised society, to new trends in power concepts, and to current multidimensional approach to governance with/-out government focused on multidimensional sustainable development and enlarged human security projects.

As a course offered totally in English, it also intends to encourage students to increase learning backgrounds in English and foster both writing and oral communications skills for further research/learning opportunities.

4. TOPICS
Introduction – Welcome words and Course Plan
01. Modernity philosophic project: origins and perspectives

02. Globalization as a multidimensional process and contemporary society

03. Archeology of power as knowledge (I): an introduction

04. Archeology of power as knowledge (II): tridimensional and doublesided approaches

05. Archeology of power as knowledge (III): complex theories of (counter-)power 

06. Governance with/-out government (I): epistemic building 

07. Governance with/-out government (II): core issues

08. Global-local actors (I): the social turn

09. Global-local actors (II): emerging issues

10. Global-local governance at stake: multidimensional sustainable development

5. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students are entitled to read beforehand assigned readings (all in English) in order to attend classes and follow debates. Students are also strongly encouraged to actively take part in discussions in English and to present at least 1 Seminars with a written outline shared with his/her colleagues. 

Assigned readings will be provided by the Course in a Drive as a READER.

Presentations are expected to be done in English. Course general requirements are:

(a) Participation in class discussions (25%);

(b) At least 1 Seminar Presentation with 1 written outline 1 page long (25%);

(c) Final very short Paper (2/3 pages long) in English (50%).


6. COURSE OUTLINE / METHODOLOGY

Topics are to be introduced by lectures on selected issues and followed by seminars based on previously assigned readings.
1st Class (Saturday) – 09h-17h (8 hs) – Sept. 20th
Introduction – Welcome words and Course Plan
01. Modernity philosophic project: origins and perspectives

02. Globalization as a multidimensional process and contemporary society
Lecture on topics / Seminar (Assigned readings)

2nd Class (Saturday) –  09h-17h (8 hs) – Oct. 4th
03. Archeology of power as knowledge (I): an introduction

04. Archeology of power as knowledge (II): tridimensional and doublesided approaches
Lecture on topics / Seminar (Assigned readings)
3rd Class (Saturday) –  09h-17h (8 hs) – Oct. 11th 

05. Archeology of power as knowledge (III): complex theories of (counter-)power 

06. Governance with/-out government (I): epistemic building 
Lecture on topics / Seminar (Assigned readings)
4th Class (Saturday) 09h-17h (8 hs) – Oct. 18th 

07. Governance with/-out government (II): core issues

08. Global-local actors (I): the social turn
Lecture on topics / Seminar (Assigned readings)
5th Class (Saturday) –  09h-17h (8 hs) – Nov. 1st 

09. Global-local actors (II): emerging issues

10. Global-local governance at stake: multidimensional sustainable development
Lecture on topics / Seminar (Assigned readings)

6th Class (Saturday) – 09h-14h(5 hs) – Nov. 8th 

Extra readings – to be assigned
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